
Just a brief message this edition so we can get the Newsletter out as quickly as pos-

sible before the June meet in Cotati.  Over the years, we have had members ask 

about alternative venues for our meets, especially during the summer months when 

attendance is traditionally low.  The church hall in Walnut Creek is no longer avail-

able so it was suggested that we try something in the North Bay.  So, the Cotati Vet-

erans Building it is.  We hope to see as many members as possible in Cotati. 

I will be leaving for the Toy Train Collectors Association National Convention in Houston, Texas at the end of 

the month (for those of you about my age you will remember the 1968 hit  that started with weôre Archie Bell 

and the Drells from Houston, Texas and weôre going to do the Tighten Up).  I will give you a complete Con-

vention report when I return.  Hopefully the Board will decide to ñTighten Upò some of the Associationôs finan-

cial policies  

Again, special thanks to Mark Boyd who does just about everything for our club, and still finds time to edit the 

TCA Quarterly. 

 

Bob Nichelini, Nor-Cal President 

 Upcoming  Meets:  
Meets are on Sept 10, Oct 
8, Nov. 12 and Dec 10, all 
at the Lafayette Veterans 
Hall. June  11 is in Cotati, 
July is at CTTOM in 
Crockett, and August will 
be a BBQ at a private 
home in San Leandro. 
(details on website soon), 
For directions to the La-
fayette Veterans Hall, see 
the map on the Nor -Cal 
website.  
Meets begin  at 9:30.  
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            Directions to the June 11 Meet in Cotati : 
 The meet is at the Veterans Building at 8505 Park Avenue, Coatati.  
Directions: Driving north on Hwy. 101, take the West Sierra Avenue Exit. 
Head easterly. Turn right onto Valpariso Avenue.  
Cross Old Redwood Highway, and immediately turn left onto Park Avenue.  
The Veterans Building is right there, in a city park.  
Set up at 9 am, announcements at 9:30 am.  
Bring something for Show & Tell and put it on the front table.  
Trading begins at 10 am for an hour or so.  

  
There are parking lots on the north and south sides of the building.  

  
Here is the link to the facility.  http://uccr.org/camp/veterans -building -cotati  
The web page has a map showing the location. Just click on the blue hy-

per link or copy and paste it to your URL.  

Cliff Den Otter and his daughter are planning to host an open house in 
San Rafael with lunch, after the meet,  for people who contact him via 
email cliju@sbcglobal.net  or by phoning him @  415-479-5129 to let them 
know they are coming. He wants to show his train collection and provide 
you with refreshment, but he needs to know how many are coming.  

Cliffôs address is 17 FOWLER CT, SAN RAFAEL   

http://uccr.org/camp/veterans-building-cotati
javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(%22OBJ_PREFIX_DWT1742_com_zimbra_email%22));


SEEN AT THE  APRIL 9 MEET IN LAFAYETTE  

Above: Frank Kamian oftained this rare two -tone green Lionel Standard Gauge 390E loco and tender 
at  the Trenton TCA Convention last year.  (He has heard that this rare color combination may have 
been for the Canadian market). This year a friend at the Stout Auction informed him that 332, 339 and 
341 cars were to be auctioned, with the car boxes and the set box for Lionel Outfit #392E, correct for a 
2-tone green 390E and peacock cars in 1929. Needless to say, Frank bought those. Note that the cars 
are a ñgreenerò green than the normal peacock color, presumably to go with the 
green loco. The loco and cars are all Like New! Frank still needs the boxes for the loco and tender.  

             In Memoriam  
    James W. Madden HR -67-2041 
 

Jim Madden, a longtime Nor -Cal member , died 
on April 19, 2016, after a short illness. His wife 
of 60 years, Jackie,  died several years ago. She  
and Jim were frequent attendee at Nor -Cal 
meets.  
Jim served in the U.S. Navy, worked for a 
steamship company, and then for the Southern 
Pacific Railway. He owned his own printing 
business In San Anselmo for twenty years.  
He and Jackie loved to travel, visiting National 
Parks and traveling overseas, including Austra-
lia.  
Jim and Jackie are survived by a son and a 
daughter and four grandchildren.  
Jim was an active member and a collector of 
prewar O -gauge. He was a friend to many.  
 

              In Memoriam  
    Thomas E. Gibson HR -73-5154 
 
Tom Gibson, a longtime Nor -Cal member, and 
resident of Sacramento, passed away in April. 
Tom was Secretary for Nor -Cal. He was also a 
TTOS National President. He worked tirelessly 
for the toy train community all of his life. He 
will be missed.  

                  In Memoriam  
         Kirby West   80 -16043 
 
Bob Spivock reports that Kirby passed away 
recently.  It had been a few years since Kirby 
had been involved with Nor -Cal and TCA, but 
he will be missed. Kirby was a graduate of 
Oakland High School in 1940.  



At left: Richard Zanotti brought in this rare Marklin 
1-Gauge Cement Car, from 1925 -28. Richard men-
tioned that prior to WWI, there were no bulk cement 
cars, so cement was carried in containers, as 
shown.  

At right: 
This is Rich-
ard Hofmeis-
terôs Lionel 
Standard 
Gauge #280 
Bridge, from 
1936-42, 

 At left: This is an Ives  
Wide Gauge 3243R loco 
from 1926 -28. Oddly, the 
loco has 3242R plates. 
(The 3242 and 3242R 

locos had a smaller  frame and only four 
wheels). This is owned by Paul Guaraglia.  
 
Below: This large (approx. four feet long), all -
wood loco and car were beautifully hand -crafted 
from various hardwoods, by a neighbor of Paul 
Stagnaro. (Also see Page 1)  

At left: These Standard Lines freight cars (Standard 
Gauge), from the 80ôs, were displayed by Paul Guara-
glia.  

 See the Express 
in Living Color at 
www.norcaltca.com  


